
Name: __________________________________________  Class: ______

Argument Research Project
Expanded Outline 
I. Thesis: (two parts - include both your claim and reason). ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Counter Argument Topic: ____________________________
A.  Topic Sentence:  (main idea of the paragraph; must make an argument that supports a part of the thesis)

________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail #1:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #1:  (explain the significance of CD #1; use “this means that” if it helps). explanation of CD #1; use the phrase “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps) 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail #2:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #2:  (explain the significance of CD #2; use “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps to get your sentence started) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail #3:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #3:  (explain the significance of CD #3; use “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps to get your sentence started) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Transitional Sentence to your rebuttal to the opposing view: 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

III. First Argument Topic: _________________________________________
A.  Topic Sentence:  (main idea of the paragraph; must make an argument that supports a part of the thesis)

________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail #1:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #1:  (explain the significance of CD #1; use “this means that” if it helps). explanation of CD #1; use the phrase “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps) 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail #2:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #2:  (explain the significance of CD #2; use “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps to get your sentence started) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail #3:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #3:  (explain the significance of CD #3; use “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps to get your sentence started) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail #4:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #4:  (explain the significance of CD #4; use “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps to get your sentence started) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concluding Sentence [CS]:  (tie up the loose ends of the paragraph; relate all your details and commentary to the topic sentence and to your overall thesis; provide a “finished feeling” to the paragraph; make sure CS is mostly commentary and not plot; use “as a result” if it helps) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. Second Argument Topic: _________________________________________

A.  Topic Sentence:  (main idea of the paragraph; must make an argument that supports a part of the thesis)

________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail #1:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #1:  (explain the significance of CD #1; use “this means that” if it helps). explanation of CD #1; use the phrase “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps) 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail #2:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #2:  (explain the significance of CD #2; use “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps to get your sentence started) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail #3:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #3:  (explain the significance of CD #3; use “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps to get your sentence started) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail #4:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #4:  (explain the significance of CD #4; use “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps to get your sentence started) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concluding Sentence [CS]:  (tie up the loose ends of the paragraph; relate all your details and commentary to the topic sentence and to your overall thesis; provide a “finished feeling” to the paragraph; make sure CS is mostly commentary and not plot; use “as a result” if it helps) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

V. Third Argument Topic: ________________________________________
A.  Topic Sentence:  (main idea of the paragraph; must make an argument that supports a part of the thesis)

________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________

Concrete Detail #1:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #1:  (explain the significance of CD #1; use “this means that” if it helps). explanation of CD #1; use the phrase “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps) 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail #2:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #2:  (explain the significance of CD #2; use “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps to get your sentence started) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail #3:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #3:  (explain the significance of CD #3; use “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps to get your sentence started) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concrete Detail #4:  (quote or paraphrase; in-text or parenthetical citation; use “for example” if it helps) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commentary #4:  (explain the significance of CD #4; use “this also means that” or “this is important because” if it helps to get your sentence started) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Concluding Sentence:  (tie up the loose ends of the paragraph; relate all your details and commentary to the topic sentence and to your overall thesis; provide a “finished feeling” to the paragraph; make sure CS is mostly commentary and not plot; use “as a result” if it helps) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
VI. Conclusion
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1

