Big Fish Test Study Guide

Characters

Identify each character with a brief description related to their role in the novel
William Bloom  _________________________
Edward Bloom  _________________________

Bennett  _______________________________

Karl  __________________________________
Jenny Hill  _____________________________

Willie  ________________________________

Norther Winslow  _______________________
Jasper “Buddy” Barron  ____________________
Ben Jimson  _____________________________
Sandra Templeton  ________________________
Wiley (from Specter)  ______________________
Al (from Specter) __________________________
Mrs. Rainwater  ____________________________
Don Price  ________________________________
The Girl (in the river) 

________________________________________
Terms

Define the following terms and give an example of each from the novel –

Allusion

Definition:  ______________________________________________________________

Example:  _______________________________________________________________

Hyperbole

Definition:  ______________________________________________________________

Example:  _______________________________________________________________

Plot

Answer the following questions to refresh your memory of important plot details.

What was the name of the town that Edward was born in and grew up in, and what special thing happened on the day he was born?

Describe two amazing elements from Edward’s story about “The Year it Snowed in Alabama”:

How does Edward save the Girl in the River?  What is his reward for his bravery?  How does she later help to save him? 

How does Edward tame the giant?

What keeps people from leaving the town that has no name?  How does Edward overcome this challenge?

What is Edward’s first job after leaving Ashland?  

What happened to the Old Lady’s Eye?  How does Edward help her get it back?

What makes Sandra Templeton so special?  Who is Edward’s main rival for her affections, and how is the conflict between them over Sandra resolved?

Describe Edward’s Three Labors:

What traumatic event occurs to Edward while serving at sea during the war?

What is Edward doing on the day William is born?   How does Edward view his son and his responsibilities to him?

What are the two ways Edward saves William’s life?  What does William say was the first indication his father gave him of being immortal?

Describe Edward’s interactions with the town of Specter.  What new relationship does he form there, and how does it turn out?

In the chapter “How it Ends” how does Edward save his father?  What is the connection between the description of the pool in this chapter the title of the book
At the end of “My Father’s Death: Take 4” how has William become like his father?  What, according to William, becomes of his father and how is the book’s ending appropriate?

Short Essay Response
Write a short essay response based on one of your three essential questions.   For each question, make some bullet notes to brainstorm how you could respond.

Essential Question 1: What roles do stories play in our society and in our lives?


-  What role does storytelling play in the lives of the characters in Big Fish?

Essential Question 2:  Why do we mythologize people, places, and events?

· How has Edward Bloom mythologized his own life, and what effect has it had on his real life?

Essential Question 3:  How are children affected by stories?


-  How have Edward’s stories affected William?
