American Literature: Of Mice and Men Study Guide
There are 95 multiple choice questions on the test, each worth 2 points.  
30 – General Questions
1.  Know what Lennie is obsessed with.
2.  Describe Curley’s usual mood or temperament.
3.  Know why George and Lennie left their job in Weed.
4.  What did Curley say happened to his injured hand?
5.  Know why Lennie had to go hide in the brush.
6.  What is George and Lennie’s dream?
7.  How does George describe Lennie’s disability to the boss?
8.  Know the boss’ son’s name.
9.  What does Slim give to Lennie?
10. What was Lennie accused of doing in Weed?
11. What do the men encourage Candy to do?
12. Explain Crooks’ name.
13. What happened to Lennie’s puppy?
14. What does Curley’s wife offer to Lennie?
15. Know what happens to Lennie at the end of the story.
16. Know what the author uses Crooks to show mankind’s need for.
17. Know what the setting of the novel (the time span).
18. What is the function of mice in the novel?
19. Know how the author uses Slim, the jerkline skinner. Slim shows man’s ability to be what?
20. Know what George’s remark that Curley’s wife is “gonna make a mess” is an example of.
21. Know how much Candy contributes to help buy the farm.
22. Know what George tells the boss who Lennie is.
23. Know what Curley’s wife invites Lennie to touch.
24. Know who the first person is that discovers the murder of Curley’s wife.
25. Know which character the condition of Candy’s dog most resembles the condition of.
26. Know what Curley’s wife’s hair is compared to.
27. Know what Susy’s place is.
28. Know in which decade the story is set. 

29. Know to whom does Candy look for advice before allowing Carlson to shoot his dog.
30. According to Crooks, know what would happen to Lennie without George.


6 – Themes
31. There is a general, unhappy futility that seems to characterize this era of American history. In this novel, four of the following themes are real while one of the themes is never achieved.  Which of the following is NEVER achieved?
32. Although George and Lennie are together, describe their place in society.
33. Know how Lennie’s disability is first described. 
34. Know what theme is not discussed in the novel.
35. How are women depicted in the novel?
36. Although this novel does not have as many themes as some of Steinbeck’s other short works, there are several themes in it. Be able to identify three themes of the novel and pick one that is NOT a theme in the novel.
9 – Symbols
37. What archetype, is Lennie? (Archetype is defined as “the original pattern or model of which all things of the same type are representations or copies.”)
38. Know what character represents age discrimination.
39. Know what character is the symbol of “everyman.”
40. Know what the safe place is called.
41. Know what represents Lennie’s dream.
42. What does the ranch symbolize?
43. What does George and Lennie’s dream symbolize? 
44. What serves as a symbol of what happens to migrant workers when they live alone and can no longer do the work of the farm or ranch?
45. What are the rabbits a symbol of?

7- Characters
46. Know who the tragic hero of the novel is.
47. Know what George’s flaw is.
48. Know what characteristics make up Lennie.
49. Know what characteristics make up George.
50. Know which two characters move the plot along and provide the symbolic significance of suspense and climax.
51. Know which two characters foreshadow the death of Lennie.
52. After George kills Lennie, know which character acts as the voice of reason.

1 – Setting
53. Although the setting may not appear to be significant, the plot could take place in few other places. Know what is true about the setting.

3 – Foreshadowing
54. Know what best foreshadows the death of Lennie.
55. Know what best foreshadows the later death of the pup and the death of Curley’s wife.
56. Know what the reader can predict when Curley’s wife suggests that Lennie stroke her hair.

4 – Quotes
57. Who said, "Someday—we’re gonna get the jack together and we’re gonna have a little house and a couple of acres an’ a cow and some pigs"?
58. Who said, "I done another bad thing"?
59. Who said, "He’s jes’ like a kid, ain’t he."?
60. Who said, "You got no right to come in my room"?
10 – Chapter One questions
61. Know George’s complaints about Lennie.
62. Know what trouble George and Lennie had in Weed.
63. Know what Lennie had in his pocket.
64. Describe George’s “if I was alone” speech.
65. What is George’s response to Lennie’s offer to go live in a cave?
66. Know how George and Lennie are different from other ranch hands.
67. Know what George and Lennie are going to do someday.
68. Know the two things that George wants Lennie to remember.
69. Know why George wanted to stop and camp at the river instead of going to the ranch.
70. Know the description of George and Lennie.
5 – Chapter Two questions
71. Know what George answers when the boss asks him what he is trying to put over him.
72. Describe Curley.
73. Know what the swamper means when he said, “Seems like Curley ain't givin' nobody a chance.”
74. Know what advice George gives Lennie about Curley.
75. Describe Slim.

5 – Chapter Three questions
76. Describe Candy.
77. Know about Carlson’s Luger.
78. Describe Curley’s wife.
79. Know what Lennie’s job will be on the dream ranch.
80. Describe the fight between Lennie and Curley.

5 – Chapter Four questions
81. Describe Crooks.
82. How does Lennie describe the dream ranch to Crooks?
83. Describe Crooks’ response to the dream ranch.
84. Why did Curley’s wife come to the barn?
85. Know why Crooks changes his mind about working on the dream ranch.
5 – Chapter Five questions
86. What happens to Lennie’s puppy?
87. Know why Curley’s wife came to see Lennie.
88. What did Curley’s wife tell Lennie?
89. Know all the details surrounding the death of Curley’s wife.
90. Know the reaction of George and Curley surrounding the death of Curley’s wife.

5 – Chapter Six questions
91. Describe Lennie’s vision of Aunt Clara.
92. Describe Lennie’s vision of the rabbit.
93. Describe how George killed Lennie.
94. What was George doing when he told Lennie, “Look across the river, Lennie, an’ I’ll tell you so you can almost see it”?
95. Who is the only one who really understood what George did? 

