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“The Plot Thins, or Are No Stories New?”
Click on the article below and read:
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/04/15/books/15book.html?pagewanted=print&position=
1. Make a list of three novels, plays, or movies that have similar plots (“the plan or main story of a literary work”).

2. What is Michiko Kakutani asking in the first four paragraphs of the article?

3. Where might the answers to these questions be found, according to the author?

4. What are the seven basic plots, outlined by Christopher Booker?

5. Where can one find the “Overcoming the Monster” plot?

6. What happens at the end of this plot line? 

7. According to Mr. Booker, what happens to the hero of a “Rags to Riches” story line? 

8. What is a characteristic of “Quest” tales?

9. How many years does Mr. Booker say it took for him to write his book?

10. What patterns does the movie "E.T." embody?

11. Why are five of the plots considered to be comedic?

12. According to Mr. Booker, what values represent a sense of wholeness and well-being for a main character in a comedic story line?

13. What is "the problem" with Mr. Booker's theories, according to the article's author?

14. What does Mr. Booker say about art that does not fit into the classic story lines he outlined?

15. What has changed over the past two centuries that prevents all stories from fitting into the archetypal story lines?

16. What complaints does Mr. Booker have about some classic novels that are widely considered to be among the greatest of all time?

17. According to the article's author, which portion of the book should be read and which should be dismissed?

List the seven plot “types” and write a brief description of each.
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