Practice Poetry Test
Part A  
Instructions: Indicate which poetic device is being used in the following lines.
Choose from the following list of literary devices: 

(alliteration, assonance, personification, rhyme, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, hyperbole)  *Note: not all terms are used and some are used more than once
1. Her eyes are flowering roses                    ____________________________
2. Sharp blue eyes each one like a pin ________________________________
3. Life is a dome of multi-coloured glass _____________________________

4. The rivers crawled slowly to the ocean _____________________________
5. Jumping joyous and jolly jelly beans _______________________________
6. “Bang” went the shotgun 

  ________________________________
7. The dragons breath

    Brings a fiery death

8. He was a mountain of a man ___________________________________
Part B



Instructions: Create your own example of each of the following poetic devices
1. Personification: ____________________________________________________

2. Simile: ___________________________________________________________

3. Metaphor _________________________________________________________

4. Alliteration: _______________________________________________________

5. Onomatopoeia: ____________________________________________________

Part C


Instructions: Label the Rhyme Scheme of the following poem.      
One Step Backward Taken  





Not only sands and gravels ____





Were once more on their travels,____





But gulping muddy gallons ____





Great boulders off their balance ____





Bumped heads together dully ____





And started down the gully. ____





Whole capes caked off in slices. ____





I felt my standpoint shaken ____





In the universal crisis. ____





But with one step backward taken ____





I saved myself from going. ____





A world torn loose went by me. ____





Then the rain stopped and the blowing ____





And the sun came out to dry me. ____

By Robert Frost

Part D 
Instructions:  Read the following poem and answer the multiple choice questions.
                                                 BARTER
Life has loveliness to sell,
               All beautiful and splendid things,
           Blue waves whitened on a cliff,
              Soaring fire that sways and sings,

And children's faces looking up

                                              Holding wonder like a cup.

                                              Life has loveliness to sell,
                                                Music like a curve of gold,
                                              Scent of pine trees in the rain,
                                                Eyes that love you, arms that hold,
                                              And for your spirit's still delight,
                                              Holy thoughts that star the night.

                                               Spend all you have for loveliness,
                                                  Buy it and never count the cost;
                                                For one white singing hour of peace
                                                  Count many a year of strife well lost,
                                                And for a breath of ecstasy
                                                Give all you have been, or could be.
By Sara Teasdale
Circle the best answer
	1. What is emphasized in stanzas 1 and 2? 

A. examples of beauty in life 

B. reasons for the reader to take action 

C. the importance of music in life 

D. the poet loves children
	2. Which of the following figures of speech 

is used in line 4? 

A. simile 

B. rhyme

C. onomatopoeia 

D. personification



	3. What does line 10 suggest to the reader? 

A. the surprises one can find in nature 

B. humans can be aggressive

C. the warmth of humanity 

D. humans connect through love


	4. Which of the following lines from 

the poem states that beauty is worth 

any sacrifice? 

A. “Life has loveliness to sell” 

B. “Holy thoughts that star the night” 

C. “Spend all you have for loveliness” 

D. “For one white singing hour of peace”



	5. “Music like a curve of gold” is an example of 

A. onomatopoeia

B. metaphor

C. simile

D. assonance 
	


Answers

Part A

1. Metaphor

2. Simile

3. Metaphor

4. Personification

5. Alliteration

6. Onomatopoeia

7. Rhyme

8. Hyperbole / metaphor

Part C

1.   a, a, b, b, c, c, d, e, d, e, f, g, f, g

Part D

1. A

2. D

3. D

4. C

5. C

