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al·che·my (ăl′kə-mē)
A medieval philosophy and early form of chemistry whose aims were the changing of common metals into gold, the discovery of a cure for all diseases, and the preparation of a potion that gives eternal youth. The imagined substance capable of turning other metals into gold was called the philosopher's stone.  The potion believed to give eternal life/youth is called the elixir of life.  An alchemist is someone who practices alchemy.

Assignment:

1. Read the following reviews and write a response for each one predicting what you think the book will be about or what it may mean.  This is a homework assignment, so you need to use blue or black ink, or you may type your responses. 
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“A most tender and gentle story. It is a rare gem of a book,
and will most certainly touch the very core of every heart
earnestly seeking its own destiny on the journey of life.”
—Gerald G. Jampolsky, M.D., coauthor of

Change Your Mind, Change Your Life

and Love Is Letting Go of Fear

“Rarely do I come across a story with the directness and
simplicity of Coelho’s The Alchemist. It lifts the reader
out of time and focuses through a believably unlikely
story on a young dreamer looking for himself. A beau-
tiful story with a pointed message for every reader.”
—Joseph Girzone, author of Joshua

“This is the type of book that makes you understand
more about yourself and about life. It has philosophy,
and is spiced with colors, flavors and subjects, like a
fairy tale. A lovely book.” —Yediot Aharonot (Israel)
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“The mystic quality in the odd adventures of the boy,
Santiago, may bring not only him but others who read
this fine book closer to recognizing and reaching their
own inner destinies.”

—Charlotte Zolotow, author of If You Listen

“Paulo Coelho gives you the inspiration to follow your

own dreams by seeing the world through your own
eyes and not someone else’s.”

—Lynn Andrews, author of the

Medicine Woman series

“Nothing is impossible, such is Coelho’s message, as
long as you wish it with all your heart. No other book
bears so much hope, small wonder its author became a
guru among all those in search of the meaning of life.”

—Focus (Germany)




