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slaked their thirst, and the first eager draught made them drunk
with fove and joy. They were in full possession of thelr senses
and their affections. Their hopes were of air, their desires of fire.
Youth is the season of love, because the heart is then first melt-
ed in tenderness from the touch of novelty, and kindied to rap-
ture, for it knows no end of its 'enjoyments or its wishes. Desire
has no limit but itself. Passion, the love and expectation of
pieasure, Is infinite, extravagant, inexhaustible, il experience
comes to check and lll it. juliet exclaims on her first interview
~ with Romeo—

My bounty is as boundiess as the sea,
Py love as deep. )

And why should it not? What was to hinder the thrilling tide of
pleasure, which had just gushed from her heart, from flowing
on without stint or measure, but experience which she was yet
without? What was to abate the transport of the first sweet
sense of pleasure, which her heart and her senses had just tast-
ed, but indifference which she was yet a stranger to? ‘What was
there to check the ardour of hope, of faith, of constancy, just
rising in her breast, but disappointment which she had not yet .
felt! As are the desires and the hopes of youthful passion, such
is the keenness of its disappointments, and their baleful effect.
Such is the transition in this play from the highest bliss to the
lowest despair, from the nuptial couch to an untimely grave.
The only evil that even in apprehension befalls the two lovers is
the loss of the greatest possible felicity; yet this loss is fatal to
both, for they had rather part with life than bear the thought of -
surviving all that had made life dear to them. In all this,
Shakespear has but followed nature, which existed in his time,
as well as now. The modern philosophy, which reduces the
whole theory of the mind to habitual impressions, and leaves
the natural impulses of passion and imagination out of the
. account, had not then been discovered; or if it had, would have
been little calculated for the uses of poetry. ' ' o
~Williarn Hazlitt, Characters of Shakespear’s Plays (1817}, The
Collected Works of William Hazlitt, ed. A. R Waller and Arnold
Glover (Londen: J. M. Derit, 1902), Vol. 1, pp. 248-50
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GERRY BRENNER ON FRIAR LAWRENCE

[Gerry Brenner (b. 1937), a professor of English at the
University of Montana, has written several books on
Ernest Hemingway, including Concealments on
Hemingway's Works (1983) and The Oid Man and the
‘Sea: Story of a Common Man (1991). In this extract,
Brenner finds that Friar Lawrence Is striving for political
eminence under the guise of heiping the young lovers.]

The most telling proof of Friar Lawrence’s political motivation is
that he continually oversteps his ecclesiastical functions. By
marrylng Romeo and Juliet secretly and without parental con-
sent, he knowingly violates strict canon law. He does so not to
sanctify an act of Providence that has had Romeo and Juliet fall
in love at first sight, but, as his express reason to Romeo indi-
cates, “To turn your households’ rancor to pure love.” Acting
. on his own volition and interfering in temporal matters, the friar
dramatizes the kind of behavior that so perplexes Capulet’s
iliterate servant. Trying to determine who is on his master's
guest list, he remarks, “It 1s written that the shoemaker should
meddie with his yard and the tailor with his last, the fisher with
his pencil and the painter with his nets” (Lii.39-41). To be sure,
. the friar is not alone in performing forbidden actions. Tybalt
seems to thrive on proscribed behavior. juliet quickly learns. to
defy parental dictates. And Romeo is a compulsive gate-
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destroyed by lust (desire, whether innpcent or otherwise) nor
by love (idealistic or otherwise). So pait of our catharsis as
moral clarification is our recognition that, far from their doing
anything that would deserve complete fallure to live together,
all they really hope for is to be together; our catharsis as moral
clarification is the Intuitive insight that the lovers themselves
did nothing that led fate to drive iron wedges between them.
Our catharsis as emotional clarification is experienced through-
out the tragic mimesis in the situations that arouse our pity and
fear for the lovers. Only a few examples are needed here. We
pity the lovers when Romeo is banished, when juliet drinks the
sleeping potion, and when Romeo gets the false message
about her death, buys poison, goes to her grave, and diinks it
before the priest arrives and before Juliet awakes; they deserve
none of these- quirks of fate. Our fear for them is aroused and:.
intensified in- that, given the full unfolding evidence in the
whole mimetic process, they are people like' ourselves neither
completely evil nor completely good and if fate does destroy
someone like them then it could, at least imaginatively and
conceivably, destroy us. This is the frightful and mysterious part
of the whole tragedy. We need not in our own outlook be fatal-
istic to appreciate tragedies of fate; but, it seems, we must be
imaginatively willing to look at the world in this way as we are
responding to this type of play. As | have suggested, then, the
play is a tragedy of fate and a very successful one at that. Only
if we demand a priori that tragedy be of only one kind—
tragedy of character—can we pretend that the workings of fate,
fortune, and accident disqualify Romeo and Juliet as a tragedy.
—D. Douglas Waters, Christian Settings in Shakespeare’s
Tragedies (London: Associated University Presses, 1994),
pp. 138-40 ‘
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