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Class:____________
“The Scarlet Ibis” Study Guide
Guided Reading: Answer the following questions after you have read the story.
1. Who is the narrator? _____________________________________

2. How old was the narrator when Doodle was born? ___________ How old do you think the narrator is now? _______________
3. Which surprising word does the narrator use to describe Doodle as a younger brother?  _____________________   Why does he say this? 
4. Why did the family think Doodle would not survive as an infant? What was his condition when he was born? 
5. How did Doodle get his nickname? 
Why was it “the kindest thing” the narrator ever did for his brother? 
6. What does Doodle’s reaction to Old Woman Swamp show about him?
7. What is one mean thing Doodle’s brother did to him as a child? 
8. In what ways was Doodle a burden to Brother?
9. How long does it take Doodle to learn to walk? ___________________  What does this show about BOTH brothers? 
10. Why does Doodle’s brother cry when everyone hugs him for teaching Doodle to walk?  
Do you think Doodle would have been just as happy not walking? 
11. What do Doodle’s “lies” represent for him? How do they tell us what is important to Doodle? 
12. Why do you think Doodle is so fascinated with the dead scarlet ibis in their yard? 
13. Why does Brother run off and leave Doodle?
14. How do you think Doodle died?    
15. How did Doodle’s death mirror that of the scarlet ibis’s?  
16. What do you think is going through the narrator’s head at the end of the story as he holds his dead brother in his arms? 
17. Do you think what happened to Doodle at the end of the story is the narrator’s fault? Explain with textual evidence. 
Literary Devices:   Practice the following short story elements by applying the questions to “The Scarlet Ibis.” Use SPECIFIC textual evidence or direct quotes! 
18. Now that you know what happens, reread the first 2 paragraphs and record any words that foreshadowed Doodle’s death. 
19. How do we know this story is told as a flashback? 
20. Describe the elements of setting for the story.

a. Time: 
b. Place: 
c. Geographical location: 
d. Weather: 
e. Social conditions: 
f. Mood: 
21. Do you think the narrator is a dynamic character or a static character? Explain. 
22. Who is a possible round character? (Explain with specific textual evidence for both)  
A possible flat character?  

23. How could you explain the use of the narrator and his brother as foils? 
24. Give an example from the story of one of each of the following types of characterization.

a. Direct: 
b. Says: 
c. Does: 
d. Thinks: 
e. Feels: 
f. Others’ reactions: 
25. Identify one of each of the 4 types of conflict. Circle the MAIN conflict.

a. Man vs. Self: 
b. Man vs. Man: 
c. Man vs. Fate: 

d. Man vs. Society: 
e. Man vs. Nature: 

26. Identify the following symbolic meanings in “The Scarlet Ibis.” 

1. Summer: 
2. Fall: 
3. Peacock: 
4. Scarlet Ibis: 
5. Red: 
6. Old Woman Swamp: 
7. Red Nightshade Bush (where Doodle dies): 
27. What do you think the author meant for us to learn from this story? State a possible theme. (Remember these are complete sentences of opinion, a lesson or message the author wants us to learn possibly.)  
28. Complete a plot pyramid on the “Scarlet Ibis.” Be sure to describe all of the 5 parts of the plot IN DETAIL. (Remember, the climax is the moment where we learn the outcome of the main conflict.) 
a. Exposition: 
b. Rising action: 
c. Climax: 
d. Falling action: 
e. Resolution: 
