
Course description:

This course, designed for the college-bound student, is a genre-based study of language, literature, and composition that will provide students with the opportunity to gain experience in reading, writing, speaking, and critical thinking. Our units of study will include nonfiction, short stories, novels, drama, and poetry. Students will develop strategies for writing in a variety of modes, acquire new vocabulary, engage in standardized test preparation, and gain experience in using technology this semester.   Students will be expected to participate daily in discussions, independent work, and group work in class to develop their critical and analytical thinking skills. This honors course is appropriate for students who are highly motivated, have a high level of achievement and possess a strong work ethic.
Class Supplies:

· 1 or 2 inch binder and paper
· 6 dividers (Short Story, Nonfiction, Poetry, Drama, World Mythology, Writing)

· composition notebook for writing activities (available at Walmart for .50)
· blue or black pens, pencils, and a pack of highlighters with four different colors
**I would truly appreciate a donation of any of the following supplies for our classroom:
· Tissues, Disinfectant Wipes, pack of highlighters, pack of blue or black pens
Required Textbooks:

Springboard Grade 9
Vocabulary

We will be using an online subscription program called Vocabulary.com.  Students are expected to access their
              vocabulary words for each unit and work on the Practice and Spelling Bee options to master the words.  
Parallel readings:  






Due Date:
1) Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck



August 14

2) TBA






September 4

3) Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom



October 1
4) Persepolis






October 30
Fall semester Units:




Fall semester Major Compositions: 

1. Short Story





1.  Narrative
2. Nonfiction





2.  Argument 
3. Poetry
Attendance and Make-up Work:

1. If a student must be absent, he or she is responsible for checking the class blog to obtain any assignments. 

2. When a paper or long-term project has been announced in advance, the student is responsible for turning in all work that was due while they were absent on the day they return to school.
3. If a test or quiz has been announced in advance, and the student returns from an absence on the date of the assessment, s/he will take the test or quiz with the rest of the class. 
4. If you miss an announced quiz or test, you must make it up during AO unless otherwise scheduled.  Remember, tests and quizzes that are not made up within five school days will become zeros.
Late Work:

Vocab.com practice, and prep-work (such as for Socratic seminar) will not be accepted late.
If you are caught skipping class, you may not make up any work, quizzes, or tests (Per Student Handbook).
Videos:

We may occasionally view curriculum related films and film clips (G, PG, and PG-13 only) from the media center.  A parent’s signature on the syllabus acknowledgement form indicates permission for your son or daughter to view these movies.  

Grading Policy: 
Point values for assignments will vary based on length, complexity and effort of each assignment (i.e. not every 
assignment is worth 100 points).  

Categories:
40%
Major grades – tests, essays, projects

25%
Daily grades – quizzes, homework, daily

15%
Vocabulary

20%
Final Exam






Academic Integrity:
              “We learned about honesty and integrity – that the truth matters...that you don't take shortcuts or play by   

                your own set of rules...and success doesn't count unless you earn it fair and square.”     ~ Michelle Obama              

              Pope’s plagiarism policy is explained on a separate form which must be signed by both the student and parent or 
              guardian, then returned to me by Monday, August 12.

Extra Help:

I love working with my students, so, if you need additional help, I encourage you to make an appointment during AO or after school from 3:30-4:00 Monday-Thursday.  
Behavior:
1. Be respectful and kind to everyone – adults, peers, and yourself.
2. Do not talk during instruction.
3. Do not talk during reading or writing work sessions.
4. Remain in your seat until an appropriate time to use the pencil sharpener or go to the trash can.

5. Tardiness and excessive absenteeism will be reported to both their grade-level administrator and parents. 
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Cell Phone Policy:





Each day students will place their cell phone in the “Park and Charge Station” as they enter the classroom then retrieve them as they exit the room.  Failure to abide by this policy will result in detention.














